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Merrill PTFA were again successful in 
2016 in  gaining the support of Allenton Big 
Local to help fund a trip to Dimmingsdale for 
20 of the Allenton children.  The PTFA organ-
ised a residential weekend at the Dimmings-
dale Youth Hostel for the children to enable 
them to go out into the countryside and 
learn about the environment and opportuni-
ties in the areas close by.   Often it is hard to 
imagine what it is like to live in the middle of 
a wood when you live in an inner city area 
which is mainly brick buildings and busy 
roads.  How different it is to go out into an 
area where all you can hear are the birds 
and the rustling of the trees rather than con-
stant noise.  Mobiles and radios were 
banned so that the children could get an 
idea of what it is really like to ‘get away from 
it all’! 

As part of the weekend the children 
went on a hike in the Manifold Valley to 
Thor’s Cave and learnt about the formation 
of the limestone rocks, and geology of this 
area of the Derbyshire Peak District.  

Being from our inner city area most of 
the children had not visited caves before 
and were astonished at the size of the cave 
and how it had  been formed.   

Although it was a new experience for 
the children to go hiking they were all very 
enthusiastic and walked well for over five 
miles. 

A stop in the hike for lunch at Wetton 
gave the opportunity to have a paddle in 
the river Manifold which was great fun. 

In addition to hiking, most of the week-
end was spent outdoors in the woods and 
fields even though the weather was not 
very kind to us.  Dens were made, plants 
and animals investigated and birds 
watched.   

Team challenges and games were 
played together with quizzes and competi-
tions where points were awarded not just 
for achieving the goal but also for the way 
the tasks were completed and how well the 
children worked as teams. 

Living in dormitories and eating and 
working together helped these Year 7 chil-
dren get to know each other well and meet 
new friends, since they had all just started 
at Merrill and had come from a variety of 
different primary schools.  By the end of 
the weekend all were good friends and 
could work well together which helped 
when they returned to school after their 
outdoor experiences. 

Games in the woods, orienteering and 
construction challenges helped with prob-
lem solving skills and new camp skills and 
map reading were looked at.  Memory 
games and quizzes challenged the minds of 
the children and I am delighted to say that 

they all rose to the challenge and per-
formed brilliantly at all the tasks. 

Free time was spent exploring, investi-
gating and learning about the flora and fau-
na with sightings of pheasants, deer, and 
rare black swans being just a few of the 
animals and birds seen.  It was also a 
chance to identify trees, shrubs and plants 
and find out what they are known for. 

All in all, a good time was had by all 
with the stories of the ‘Chained Oak’ and 
the quiet time talks from the staff, spare 
time board games and activities and, most 
important of all, time to get to know each 
other.  Last but not least the children were 
treated to a day at Waterworld on the way 
home which they thought was fabulous! 

At the end of the weekend the children 
were asked what they thought they were 
most proud of doing and a large number of 
them said they were proud of ‘walking such 
a long way’, of ‘solving the problems’ and 
said they were really pleased they had 
made so many friends and learnt so many 
new things.  What did the children say?  
Can we go again please? 

 

Awesome 

Fun Brilliant 


