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Fantastic support for St Martin’s Community Centre
If you’ve taken a stroll along Flint Street recently you will have spotted the developments
taking place at St Martin’s Community Centre. The building is undergoing an extensive
makeover to transform it into a modern venue for the community, which will include a
welcoming cafe that will serve affordable breakfasts, snacks, lunches and drinks.
The cafe will be housed in an extension to the central part of the building which has been completed by SPK Building
Services, and is currently in the process of being roofed by J.A.L. Roofing Limited. Once the roof is in place the cafe’s
interior and kitchen will be fitted and a new energy efficient heating system will be installed throughout the building.
Allenton Big Local has contributed
£80k towards the transformation at
St Martin’s (£70k in 2016 and £10k
in 2017). However, the value of the
finished project is expected to be
at least £750k. The project is being
supported by Derby City Council and
Derby Homes, whose contractors
are providing materials and services
either at cost or for free as part of their
corporate social responsibility.
Mairi Radcliffe, who is leading on
the project for St Martin’s Methodist
Church, said: “Through our partnership
with Derby City Council and Derby
Homes we have gained access to
building contractors who all do a
percentage of their work for the
community. We are delighted that so
many of them have offered to help
out with the Allenton Big Build here
at St Martin’s.

“Before Christmas we had young people
from Juniper Training on site helping to
get things ready so that the Bell Group
UK could start to decorate. The last
windows are currently being fitted to the
extension by Kensington Windows who
have supplied and fitted all the windows
throughout the building. FrameFast
have supplied new aluminium doors
and will be fitting them in January.
We are immensely grateful to all the
contractors, who continue to turn up to
work in all weathers.
“We’ve added much more value to this
project than originally anticipated,” Mairi
explained. “However, the extra work has
pushed back the completion date, which
Priority 1
we now expect to be around Easter.
Delivered by: St Martin’s Methodist Church,
When the work is finished, we’ll invite
Derby City Council and Derby Homes
everyone involved to a special relaunch
of the building, which will also be a
2017 Budget £10,000
celebration for the whole community.”

A taste of what’s to come from the Chatterbox Cafe
The new cafe at St Martin’s Community Centre will be called the Chatterbox
Cafe. It will offer a warm, friendly space to enjoy all-day breakfasts, hot
drinks and delicious light lunches. The cafe will also be offering competitively
priced outside catering and one of their first jobs will be as caterers for the
Allenton Big Local community event at St Martin’s Community Centre on
9 January 2018 at 6.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend this event to get
an update on Allenton Big Local. Plus, there will be free refreshments to give
you a taste of what’s to come from the Chatterbox Cafe!
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a look back on activities in 2017
Street Performances

The Work Club

The Enthusiasm Trust has
continued to work with local
dance company Trinity Warriors
to teach young people dance skills.
Highlights in 2017 included a performance
at Marble Hall in January and at a Big Local
event held at St Martin’s in October.

The Work Club is held every
Monday (except bank
holidays) at the Allen Park
Centre and is delivered by Derby
Adult Learning Service. The club offers
support, advice and access to facilities to
local residents who are looking for work or
seeking to improve their skills and career
prospects.

Priority 1
Delivered by: Enthusiasm

2017 Budget £14,919

Activities for Young People
Providing activities for young people in
Allenton was one of the key priorities
identified in our initial consultation and it is
something that has continued to feature as
important in resident surveys.
Allenton Big Local funded activities
for young people are delivered by the
Enthusiasm Trust. This year’s activities have
included firm favourites such as the weekly
youth club and pop-up activities during
school holidays, plus ‘Girl Code’ - a new
activity for girls to have fun in a safe space.
Priority 2
Delivered by: Enthusiasm

2017 Budget £22,660

Here’s what one of the volunteers at the
Work Club had to say about the service on
offer. “The club is vitally important as it gives
job seekers a social gathering point and a
purpose which they otherwise might lack.
Volunteering for the Work Club
was a stepping stone for a
change of career for me and
helped me realise I wasn’t
alone looking for work.”
Priority 3
Delivered by:
Derby Adult Learning

Community Events
We support, organise or attend
at least four events every year. In
2017 we held a community event on 10
January, which also included our AGM.
On 1 July we had a stand at the Fun Day
at Osmaston Park organised by Sinfin
Community eXchange. On 5 September we
helped to support the OSCAR BMX Event
which was organised by Derby Homes in
partnership with Enthusiasm, OSCAR and
Cycle Derby. The final event of the year was
the increasingly popular Christmas Event
at Allenton Market on 16 December. It was
organised by Nacro and supported by local
parents and Derby Homes. Special thanks to
Santa for coming back to Allenton in 2017.
Priority 1
Delivered by: Enthusiasm
and Nacro
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Families and Children
The Allenton Big Local
funded support service for
families is delivered by Nacro
who work with the families
most in need of help. One parent who used
the service said: “It helped me to talk to
someone who could help with ideas and
strategies. It made me feel less helpless.”
Priority 2
Delivered by: Nacro

2017 Budget £30,600

Older Residents
We have continued to fund
coffee mornings for older
residents, which are held
fortnightly and organised by
volunteers from local residents’ association
TARA. Trips out are also organised
occasionally, usually during the summer.
Priority 2 Delivered
by: TARA volunteers 2017 Budget up to £7,000

The Community Chest
The Community Chest
fund provides grants of
up to £1,000 to eligible
groups in the area.
The funding awarded in the past has been
used in a variety of ways to support events,
trips, workshops or to buy new equipment.
In 2017 the groups receiving Community
Chest grants included Merrill PTFA, UpBeat
Community Dance, Shelton Lock Pre-School
at St Edmunds Church and Allenton United
Under 12s.

Cookery Courses
This year we have funded a further
three 9-week cookery courses for
local parents, which have all been delivered
by Nacro. The courses teach basic cooking
skills, provide healthy eating tips and
include dishes that can be produced on a
low budget. Course participants also get
to take home what they make and can also
keep the dishes and utensils at the end of
the course so that they can reproduce the
dishes at home. A group of the parents
who attended the course have helped to
produce a recipe eBooklet to accompany
the course.
Priority 2
Delivered by: Nacro

2017 Budget £5,710

Bursary Scheme
The Allenton Big Local Bursary
Scheme provides help for local
people who want to attend a course or
training session to enhance their skills and
improve their job prospects.
This year we expanded the scheme to
provide more support. Details of how to
apply are at biglocalallenton.co.uk/bursary.
Priority 3
Delivered by: ABL

2016 Budget up to £9,000

Mentoring for young people

Visit our website to find out how you can
apply to the Community Chest.

Every year in the current 3-year plan
we provide funding for the Enthusiasm
Trust to mentor eight young people from
Allenton who are deemed to be at risk of
offending and exclusion from school. The
young people are allocated a dedicated
worker to help them overcome challenges.

Priority 1
Delivered by: ABL

Priority 2
Delivered by: Enthusiasm

2017 Budget up to £10,000

BIG LOCAL NEWSLETTER

“

“

The full Allenton Big Local Plan for April 2016 to March
2019 is available to read on our website.

2017 Budget £20,000
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2017 Survey Results
For our annual survey this year we asked 135 people how they felt about Allenton.
Key

2017 survey results

2016 survey results

How happy are you living in this area?
Very happy
33%

2015 survey results

Gender breakdown

Average age

34%

33

44%

Happy
46%

37%

33%

23%

OK

17%

70%

23%

Not happy

4%

Very unhappy

2%

2%
0%
2%
0%

of the people we
questioned had heard
about Allenton Big Local

60%

40%

How do you rate the sense of community here?
25%

Very strong

24%

The things you said

36%

“Need to do things for children in school holidays.“

31%

“Activities for OAPs who can’t come out into the
community.”

6%

Good

42%
42%

OK
25%
42%
6%
8%

9%

Not good
8%

0%

Very weak
2%

“I’ve been to two Christmas events on the market.
Fab!”

How safe do YOU feel living in your community?

2%

In general, how safe is your community?
Very safe
Safe
33.5%
37%

33.5%

15%

Very unsafe
0%
0%

40%
38%

33.5%

18%
3.5%

32.5%
30%

OK

21%

37%

Not safe

Safe

29%

25%

OK

25.5%

27%

20%

8%
11%

25%

Very safe
12%

Not safe

12%

27%

4%

0%

Very unsafe
0%
2%

More information at www.biglocalallenton.co.uk/2017-survey

This edition of our newsletter serves as our Annual Report to local residents. We hope you have found the
information useful and we welcome any comments or feedback you may have. To get updates on the latest news
and activities from Allenton Big Local visit www.biglocalallenton.co.uk or follow us on Twitter or Facebook.
facebook.com/biglocalallenton
@allentonmillion

Alternative formats: This newsletter is available in other
formats. Please get in touch if you would like to access this
information in another way.

Website:
E-mail contact:
Telephone::

www.biglocalallenton.co.uk
info@biglocalallenton.co.uk
01332 362479

